What are the areas of interest (AOI) on a check?

The areas are the CAR, MICR line, signature line, etc.   It is required that these areas have defined print contrast levels that allow scanning of the handwritten or printed data.   Also it is required that background print not interfere with handwritten or printed data in areas of interest.

Date, Payee, Legal and Signature areas: 
Background reflectance is 40% or 
greater and the paxel count is less 
than 12

CAR area:

Background reflectance is 60% or 
greater, print contrast is .3 or less 
and the paxel count is less than 12
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